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From the Chair  
 
There is no doubt that the past 12 months for the venerable Maritime Museum of British 
Columbia have been very difficult, if not traumatic, particularly for those of us who support 
the MMBC and recognize the importance of this institution to both our City and our 
Province. Although we weathered many squalls during this daunting year it had its positive 
aspects and I want to recognize the tremendous efforts of all who have been involved. It 
has truly been a team effort and an “all hands on deck” exercise to carry out the work of the 
last several months.   
 
The MMBC has been in Victoria for over 60 years and had resided in its Bastion Square 
location for over 51 of those years. It was, and is, an integral part of the cultural fabric of 
our region. In May of 2014, the Provincial Government advised, after the MMBC had paid all 
of its outstanding rent in full, that the lease for the building would not be extended and that 
the MMBC and its collection would have to move. The reason cited was the deteriorating 
condition of the building and concerns for public safety. At that time, the various Ministries 
involved offered significant support to the MMBC, including transitional financial support 
for operations, financial support for the physical move, provision of collection storage 
space, assistance with finding a new location and financial support to allow the MMBC to 
get up and running at that new location, with the vacant lower level of the CPR Steamship 
Building being the location of choice. In the end, some portions of this funding did come 
through but the grander plan of the Province meeting its full obligations to find a viable and 
sustainable mutually-agreed upon home for the MMBC, has not yet come to fruition. 
 
As events unfolded over the last year and the hope of obtaining a long term lease of the 
Steamship terminal space appeared to slip away, the Board of Trustees of the MMBC 
considered all options for the future of the museum and its important collection, including 
dissolution, and decided that the best option and way forward was to keep the Society and 
the collection intact in Victoria and to down-size to a transitional and, hopefully temporary, 
operating model.  
 
To this end, what can only be described as a phenomenal, if not epic, amount of work has 
been done over the last 10 months in particular, to catalogue, package and move the entire 
massive collection of the MMBC to various locations around the City. The bulk of the vetting 
and packaging work was done by our remaining staff with the help of a stalwart corps of key 
volunteers who spent literally hundreds of hours carefully handling, vetting and packaging 
thousands of items, most of which were moved to our new climate-controlled 10,000 sq ft 
Collection Storage Space at 4000 Seymour Street provided by the Ministry of Technology, 
Innovation and Citizens Services as part of a 10 year agreement. The importance of this  
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monumental task to the future of the MMBC cannot be underestimated, for without the 
collection, there is no museum. We owe a great debt of gratitude to the many individuals 
who have spent the last several months in the backrooms of the old court house building 
digging up and dealing with the results of 70 years of “collecting.” 
On a positive note from a collection perspective, the new storage space is truly exceptional 
and is by far the best the MMBC has ever had for the storage and preservation of a large 
portion of our artefacts, files and library. In addition, through a successful Federal MAP 
Grant application and with the support of a private donor, approximately $65,000 in 
special-purpose shelving and storage units have been purchased for this new space. 
Another positive for the museum has been the arrival of our Archivist, Brittany Vis, who is 
working full time on vetting our rich archival collection. The long-term goal is to make a 
digital catalogue available for researchers. Brittany is being funded by a targeted donation 
and we have also applied for a special grant from the National Library and Archives.      
 
One other significant problem that the MMBC faced was what to do with our larger 
artefacts, especially our two resident boats, the Tilikum and Trekka, over the near term. 
Fortunately for us our friends at the GVHA and Western Stevedoring stepped up and not 
only found a temporary home for the two vessels in a secure, dry and accessible location at 
Pier A at Ogden Pt, they also nearly tripled our fenced large object storage space inside Pier 
A, including covering the costs for the additional fencing. It is here that a large portion of 
our engine collection is now stored. Meanwhile efforts are continuing to get Dorothy 
through her refit on Gabriola Island and back to Victoria where she can reside back in the 
water. 
 
Just as without proper storage, there is no collection, without an office and storefront of 
some form, there is no Society. Fortunately for the MMBC, local businessman Gerald 
Hartwig from Hartwig Industries called and advised us about some available space at 
Nootka Court managed by his firm and owned by Wottrich Holdings Ltd, which we were 
able to obtain a very reasonable monthly cost. In addition, the Lindholm Family of Victoria 
provided a very substantial grant to the museum to help prepare and upgrade the space in 
preparation for the move of the gift shop, the administrative offices, many of the ship 
models, most of our vertical files from the archives as well as the British Columbia focused 
portion of our library. One other significant donor, who wishes to remain anonymous, has 
provided the MMBC with a significant amount of financial assistance over the past year for 
upgrades to shelving and additional staff support. A heartfelt thank you goes out to these 
very community-minded folks without whom we would not be here having an AGM tonight. 
 
In spite of all of the turmoil, the intrepid staff and volunteers of the MMBC were still able to 
plan and conduct some significant external events, including last April’s very successful  
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Massive Marine Garage Sale at Ogden Point and the Victoria Classic Boat Show Silent  
Auction in support of the MMBC in early September. A big thank you goes out to our long-
time volunteer Ann Jones, for spear-heading these efforts. The intent, moving forward, is to 
re-ignite the MMBC’s programming once the move is completed and the very popular 
MMBC Christmas wreath-making workshops are already in the works. 
 
From a staff perspective, Anissa Paulsen, our Collections manager, Jillan Valpy, our 
Volunteer Co-ordinator, and Diana Bentley-Ramsden, our Office Manager, have all provided 
phenomenal effort in chaotic times while working with the Province, contractors, movers 
and volunteers to get the collection out of the building while simultaneously setting up the 
new Society Office at Nootka Court. Without these people and in particular our loyal 
volunteers, the work would not have been done and a major Bravo Zulu for a job well done 
goes out to them. 
 
Throughout the ups and downs of the last 12 months, the Board of the MMBC, although 
extremely frustrated at times, has sought to avoid the political to the greatest extent 
possible, other than to define to the media and those that would listen, what the actual 
situation at the museum was. To this end I would like to mention the significant support on 
many levels of the City of Victoria, both monetarily with their annual operating grant and in 
terms of relaying the interests and predicament of the MMBC to Provincial officials at all 
levels including Cabinet Ministers. Councillor Pamela Madoff has been a tireless supporter 
of our cause in conjunction with Mayor Lisa Helps. The City’s successful efforts to locate the 
missing signed version of the 1977 Letter of Agreement between the City and the Province 
in regards to the latter’s obligations to the City, the Bastion Square site and the MMBC was 
of great benefit in defining specific roles and responsibilities. I would also like to thank the 
Municipality of Saanich for their continued financial support as well as our local MLA for 
Victoria, Carole James, and her staff who have done a considerable amount of work behind 
the scenes to further our cause. 
 
It should be noted that the MMBC continues to garner very significant public support for 
the issue of finding a new “mutually agreed” upon location and although the present 
Provincial administration appears to be intransigent on the issue, there remains a significant 
legal and moral question in relation to fulfilling their obligations under the terms of the 
1977 Letter of Agreement, a copy of which is attached to this report. 
 
Our primary challenges moving forward will be maintaining core funding for our transitional 
organization through fund-raising and donations, memberships, grants and sales and 
secondly, finding ourselves a new home, whether it’s back at a revitalized Bastion Square, at 
Ogden Point or one of a number of other potential locations on the table. At this time while  
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we are in a transitional state, it is the former issue of maintaining core funding that troubles 
me the most as our traditional base revenue from admissions has been eliminated by the 
move. Although we will be relying more on volunteers during this period we will still need  
staff to professionally manage the collection, develop and provide external programming 
and carry on with the core administrative functions, such as membership, that keep the 
museum and the society functioning. 
 
I cannot stress enough how important it is right now to renew your membership to the 
MMBC and to consider providing an additional donation or monthly withdrawal so that 
we can maintain our core operations until a new home is found. 
 
Like all cultural organizations we rely on donations to carry a significant part of our budget. 
A fund raising event with a nautical theme I am sure you and the community will find 
appealing is in the works for early 2016.  
 
On the new home front, we are keeping our eyes wide-open to a multitude of options with 
the realization that wherever our new public face is, it will have to be affordable, 
sustainable and long term. We are very fortunate to have one of our new Board Members 
(and Past President), Mark Lindholm, spear-heading this file. 
 
In spite of these challenges, I do feel that the museum and the society is now essentially “a 
blank slate” moving forward and that we are developing an extremely effective Board of 
Trustees, both old and new, which will place us in good standing to take advantage of 
opportunities to revive and re-build in a more suitable and sustainable location. 
 
So to all of you reading this report, thank you for being loyal crewmembers of the good ship 
MMBC, which like any great ship that has spent decades underway, is always subject to the 
associated perils of the sea. And like any good crew our primary goal is to navigate around 
these perils, whether at sea or ashore and survive to find a safe harbour where the great 
work can carry on for decades to come. With a proper passage plan this can and will be 
done. 
 
Once again, on behalf of the volunteers, staff and board of trustees of the Maritime 
Museum of British Columbia I would like to thank you for your continued support! 
 
With very best regards, 
 

Clay Evans 
Chair 
Maritime Museum of British Columbia 



 
 
Programs and Collections 2014-2015  
 

PROGRAMS 
 

For Kids 
 

The Maritime Museum continued to offer a range of educational programs last year that were 
delivered by our energetic and talented staff not only in the Museum’s galleries, but also 
directly in the classroom.  The programs brought history to life by creating a fun place for 
students to engage, learn and explore. The programs were designed to meet and complement 
the learning objectives in British Columbia’s school curriculum.  Hundreds of students from 
schools all across the Greater Victoria School District participated in these programs throughout 
this year.  Additional programs were delivered to people from a wide variety of community 
groups. 
 
The most popular educational program topics included: 
In the Navy (for Grades 4-8; Grades 10-12) 
Maritime Music! (for Grades 4-7) 
Privates and Privateers (Grades K-3) 
Captain Cook and the Age of Discovery (Grades 4-6) 
 
The Maritime Museum provided services to more than 600 children in 2014-2015. 
 

For Seniors 
 

Maritime Memories, a new program 
designed for seniors, brought in to the 
Museum dozens of seniors groups across 
Victoria.  Our 90-minute program was an 
opportunity for seniors to socialize while 
getting hands-on with the museum’s 
artifacts. The popular program 
was designed to spark memories and lively 
discussion while allowing personal access to 
some items from the museum’s collection 
not normally on display to the public.   
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For Community Groups 
 
The Maritime Museum’s Education Curator, Kate Humble, also offered a range of guest lectures 
at the Oak Bay Heritage Club meetings and other gatherings around the Greater Victoria 
Region.  
 
 

Research Request Program 
 
Our research request program grew again this year from 104 inquiries to 145 inquiries. Staff 
and volunteers worked diligently to complete requests that came in from as far away as 
Australia.  This program is tied to both the library and the collection with 54% of requests 
requiring library research and 46% requiring collections-based research. The most popular 
topics for incoming research requests were related to a specific or general maritime events, 
persons, vessels, or places in British Columbian history (78%). Requests for copies of our ship 
plans were a distant second (14%) and there were also a small number of requests relating to 
the history of an individual’s family (7%).  
 
Our research request program is utilized by students, amateur historians, museum 
professionals as well as a variety of authors. One notable example this year was historian Hugh 
Ambrose. He spent a day in the library researching prohibition and rum-running in 1920s 
Victoria. He is a bestselling author (The Pacific) and was historical consultant on the TV series 
his book inspired (produced by Steven Spielberg). 
 
This program is successfully managed by Judy Thompson, our volunteer librarian. Judy works 
with many other museum volunteers to handle all requests and respond to them in a timely 
fashion.  
 
 

COLLECTIONS 
 
In October 2014, with the closure of the Maritime Museum at 28 Bastion Square, the museum 
was under pressure to move their entire artifact and archival collection from 28 Bastion Square 
into a new off-site storage facility, generously provided to us by the Provincial Government.  
The project, managed by Curator Anissa Paulsen, and heavily assisted by Collections Assistant, 
Jillan Valpy, was completed in just 13 months – an astounding feat for our small staff!  
Thankfully, the Museum is fortunate to have a large group of dedicated volunteers who spent 
numerous hours inventorying, packing and moving our collection of ship plans, uniforms, 
firearms, maps and charts, photographs, library books, special collection books, artwork, model 
ships and the rest of our small to mid-sized artifacts.  
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As of November 30, 2015 (the date at which this report is being prepared) our entire collection 
is now moved out of 28 Bastion Square and safely stored in two off-site storage facilities, or on 
display in our Nootka Court Society Office.  We are fortunate to have one environment-
controlled storage facility generously provided by the Province (which is where the majority of 
our small to mid-sized artifacts are stored) as well as our other storage area at Ogden Point, 
where are more robust artifacts (engines, cannons, harpoon gun, and our two vessels, Trekka 
and Tilikum) will be housed for the foreseeable future. The Greater Victoria Harbour Authority 
generously provided additional space at Ogden Point for us to accommodate these additional 
important artifacts. 
 

 
Artifact Shelving 
 

The Museum was fortunate to receive funding to assist with collections storage solutions 
through the Government of Canada’s Museums Assistance Program’s (MAP) Collections 
Management component. This grant money was then matched by a private donor. With this 
funding, the museum purchased and installed museum-quality shelving in this space. This new 
shelving will allow us to meet professional standards and create a more efficient system 
through which we can manage and ensure the integrity of our collection for years to come. 
 
 

Partnerships with other Institutions 
 

During our transition, many of our valuable artifacts have been sought out by our museum 
colleagues and are now on temporary loan at museums and other institutions around the 
province, including: 
 

 Surrey Museum 

 CFB Esquimalt Naval & Military Museum 

 Chilliwack Military Museum 

 Port Alberni Museum 

 Campbell River Maritime Heritage Centre 

 Coho Ferry Terminal (Port Angeles) 
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EXHIBITS 
 

Treasures from Within 
January – October 2014  
 
Drawing on the diverse collection at the Maritime Museum of BC, Treasures from Within 
brought together some of our favourite artifacts normally not seen by Museum visitors. Each 
display reflected the eclectic scope of artifacts that have been collected and treasured over 
time telling BC’s connection to our waters. Monthly themes included “Day on the Ocean,” 
“Souvenirs,” “Natural History” “Karluk & Franklin Expeditions,” and “Classic Boat Festival.” 
 

Empress of Ireland 
May 29 – October 21, 2014 
 
Commemorating the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the Empress of Ireland, the Maritime 
opened a new exhibit on May 29, 2014. Titled Canada’s Titanic: The Empress of Ireland, the 
exhibit took an in-depth look at Canada’s largest peacetime maritime disaster. 
 
The exhibit opened on May 29 and included the unveiling of a commemorative stamp featuring 
a photo of the Empress of Ireland from the Maritime Museum’s collection.  

 
Field Trip Project 
June 19 – September 8, 2014 
 
Field Trip Project was a unique Canada-Japan cultural exchange and exhibition in honour of 
relief efforts related to the March 2011 tsunami in Japan.  The original exhibit included works 
from 70 artists and designers – 35 from Japan and 35 from Canada.  
 
Artists from around British Columbia, as well as local elementary school classes from Cloverdale 
Traditional, Tillicum Elementary, Willows Elementary and Campus View Elementary Schools 
were also commissioned to transform backpacks into works of art for this display - an exhibit 
made possible thanks to a BC Arts Council Project Grant. 
 

Restoring Dorothy Photography Exhibit 
September 1 – October 21, 2014 
 
In partnership with Tobi Elliott, documentary film producer of Between Wood and Water, a 
display of new photographs capturing the beauty and lure of Dorothy were  
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displayed in the Museum’s first floor gallery during the Classic Boat Festival. Featured 
photographers included Tony Grove, Bill Pope, Byron Robb, and John Poirier.  We are fortunate 
to have had all photographs donated to the museum’s collection after the exhibit ended. 
 

Partners and Supporters 
 

Black Ball Ferry Line Brian Morton 

British Columbia Arts Council Canada Post 

Chris Klausen City of Saanich 

City of Victoria Daisuke Takeya 

Dan Downes The Government of Canada Museum  
Assistance Program 

Greater Victoria Harbour Authority Greater Victoria Public Library 

Ian Kinder Jacques Marc 

Joyce Mogg The Province of British Columbia 

Rob Field Robert Turner 

Royal BC Museum Saanich Archives 

Scuba Pro Silent Diving 

Stuart Eastwood Thermoplyae Club 

Tobi Elliott Tony Grove 

Township of Esquimalt Township of Oak Bay 

University of Victoria’s Cultural 
Management Program 

University of Victoria’s Music Department 

Western Stevedoring  
 
 

Anissa J. Paulsen 
Curator of Collections 
MMBC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Volunteers 2014 – 2015 
 
On October 21st, 2014 the Maritime Museum of BC in Bastion Square closed its doors to the 
public. On November 27th 2015, at 4 pm, the Museum completed its final move, leaving its 
home in Bastion Square of five decades.  
 
The physical move of the collections, offices and building contents took exactly thirteen 
months. The volunteers of the Maritime Museum are the heroes of this operation. Most of the 
volunteers that started with the project stayed with the move from beginning to end, working 
on a weekly or biweekly schedule. Many volunteers became very skilled and proficient at the 
packing process. Over the course, our volunteers assisted in maintaining our library, initiated 
the building of our archives, and the preservation and move of our vast artifact collection. 
Together we built and opened a new location at Nootka Court, with a gift shop, library, archives 
and a small exhibit area, and developed two offsite storage locations. 
 
It has been a humbling experience and absolute privilege to work with each and every 
volunteer involved throughout this process. The professionalism, enthusiasm and caliber of the 
volunteers on this enormous project have been outstanding. Without their dedication, care and 
desire to see this museum survive, this move would not have been possible. It is quite 
remarkable that we completed this feat in just 13 months!  
 
Words could never express our gratitude for what has been accomplished here. Only those who 
were here will ever know the magnitude and scale of what has happened. This in itself is a 
historical event in which we all participated, one we will not ever forget - nor will our 
volunteers here ever be forgotten. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work with our volunteers, moving forward in our new vision; 
developing Nootka Court, unpacking the collection, and many aspects of the next phases of the 
museum’s future.  
 
 
Volunteer Hours for October 2014 to November 2015: 
Bastion Square Move, Nootka Court Volunteers, Garage Sale, Silent Auction 
5976.5 hours 
 
 

Jillan Valpy 
Collections Management Assistant and Volunteer Coordinator 
MMBC 

 



 

Many Thanks to our Volunteers 2014-2015 
 

 

Adrian Bull 

Alexa Hursey 

Ann jones 

Anna Graham 

Andrea Kuipers  
Anna Graham  
Alain Borgeaud  
Alistar Polson 
Bob Bell  
Bob Cutting 
Bob George  
Bonnie Stacy  
Bob Ruggles  
Chloe Lutte 

Chloe Hale  
David Cook 

Deborah Tolman  
Danny Poirier 

David Winkler  
Eileen Flawith 
Emma Fanning  
Emma Frazer 

Ella Hurworth 
Eric Waal 

 

 

Gary Davis 

George Gibb 

Glen Campsall  
Harry Martin 
Henry McCandless 

Loraine Ferreira  
John Rogers 
James Marc  
Jennifer Oliver 
John Rogers 
John Sarsfield 
Joyce Metson 
Judy Thompson 
Judy Barefoot 
Kathie Csomany 
Katie Patel  
Keith McPhail 
Kirsten Eves 
Laura Autier 
Lee Preston 

Lori Prophet 

Loraine Ferreria 

Maleah Schmitke 

Maureen Bull                                             

 

 

Maureen Rhodie 

Mike Stacy 

Olivia Craster  
Paul Hunt 
Penny Edwards 

Pat Crabbe  
Penelope Edwards  
Peter Mack  
Reona Oda  
Rob Benbow  
Robert Kosonic 
Sandra Sarsfield  
Shawn-Elisa Lloyd 
Stephen Sawford 
Stu Lawrie 
Syed Ali Baqar 

Tayler Skultety  
Terese Ayre 
Tom Longman  
Tom Mace  
Velda Hall 
Wendy Porter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Operations Management 2015  
 
From the standpoint of operations management, the move from Bastion Square to Nootka 
Court was like entering Swiftsure.  The good news is you’ve got a great boat in the race. The 
bad news is, the officials keep changing the finish line while you’re racing. The move was 
alternately challenging, frustrating, and sometimes so comically outrageous that it ran to farce.  
 
It was impossible to stick to “business as usual”. We canvassed Bastion Square, noting what 
furniture, computers, telephones, and other hardware was coming to Nootka Court. Phone calls 
and emails flew back and forth with companies and suppliers, most of whom were generous 
and understanding to a fault of the challenges we faced, including the fact that the day-to-day 
running of the operation had to continue. Most people helped us in any way they could. 
 
Logistically, the technical side of the move was quite challenging, especially regarding internet 
services. Due to the age, structural and electrical challenges of the building at Bastion Square, 
our internet service was via satellite, not through the usual routes that most businesses take by 
ADSL phone or cable. Because of technical needs with regard to bandwidth and the archiving of 
outgoing artefacts and other materials, the server was left in place at Bastion Square with 
numerous false alarms and hopes raised about the timing of its move to Nootka Court.  
 
The ensuing physical relocation began on September 24th with telephone lines and service 
providers already in place. But key pieces of hardware remained at Bastion Square. Negotiating 
and friendly squabbling amongst ourselves readily sorted out who was to have access to what. 
A “soft” opening gave us the opportunity to get a feel for the place and tweak the operation. 
 
The move caused some disruptions in internal shared communications. The staff was busy, each 
with their own projects; there were not enough hours in the day; and we rarely saw each other 
as we began the work of bringing Nootka Court into its own. 
 
Finally, on November 25th our large printer/photocopier/scanner came over to its new home at 
Nootka Court. For two months, the challenge for us working at Nootka has been to manage 
without it, and it has been a challenge. I mention it because it’s odd that something like the 
delivery of a printer has provided such finality and a sense of having paid some dues.  
 
We have finally reached a stage of renewal and regrowth after having been pruned almost to 
death, and it’s time to move with an eye to the future while not forgetting our past. The 
philosophy on my coffee mug says it all: Never, never, never give up! 
 

Diana Bentley-Ramsden 
Operations Manager 
MMBC 
 



 

2015 Maritime Museum of BC  
SS BEAVER Awards for Maritime Excellence 

 

The Maritime Museum assumed responsibility for this award in 2011 at the request of 
Government House and established a system for soliciting and evaluating nominations. The 
gold-plated medal is made from material savaged from the wreck of SS Beaver in 1887 and 
recognizes individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the marine sector in 
our Province. These attainments may include - but are not limited to - science, technology, 
business, applications of maritime skills and academic contributions. Up to three 
candidates nominated by the public are selected each year through a rigorous screening 
process. An organization or ship is also unusually granted an award. A blue-ribbon panel of 
representatives of various aspects of BC’s maritime interests make the final awards 
selection. The panel members are Captain David Brown, Chamber of Shipping of BC; 
marine historian Dr. Michael Hadley; Mr. Don Krusel President & CEO Prince Rupert 
Harbour Authority; Captain Jamie Marshall, Vice President Operations BC Ferries; marine 
writer Dr. Marianne Scott and Captain David Snider, Canadian Coast Guard (Ret’d). 2015 
was the fourth year that the Museum has handled the award. The Lieutenant Governor as 
the MMBC’s Patron made the presentations at the Vancouver Maritime Museum on 
October 15 to: 
 

• Captain Ronald Burchett, marine industry entrepreneur and builder of dynamic working 
models used worldwide for operator training of tugboats 

• Mr. Sydney Heal, veteran marine author 
• Mr. Helmut Lanziner, developer of universally- employed electronic marine chart display 

and information systems 
• The special award to an organization or vessel was to the Pacific Pilotage Authority, the 

Federal Crown Corporation responsible for administering pilotage services for vessels in 
Canadian west coast waters. It was 
accepted by Captain Kevin 
Obermeyer  

 
 
 
 

2015 BEAVER Award Winners 
Pacific Pilotage Authority (Captain 
Obermeyer), Her Honour the 
Lieutenant Governor Judith 
Guichon, Mr. S. Heal, Captain R. 
Burchett, Mr. H. Lanziner 
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2015 Maritime Museum of BC SS BEAVER Awards for Maritime Excellence  

 
Past winners are:  

 2012 Robert G. Allan, naval architect, Peter Bernard, QC, maritime lawyer; Dennis 
Washington; marine industrialist; special award to SS Coho, veteran Victoria - Port 
Angeles ferry 

 2013  Malcolm Barker, General Manager, Victoria Shipyards; Dr. William Hick, for 
his close involvement in the dramatic development of the Port of Prince Rupert; 
Howard White, marine author and publisher; special award to the Thermopylae 
Club of Victoria for its role in preserving marine heritage 

 2014 Dr Barry Gough, maritime historian; Leonard McCann,  long-time curator 
Vancouver Maritime Museum; Captain Tom McCulloch,  hydrographer; special 
award to the Remotely Operated Platform for Ocean Sciences (ROPOS), a research 
submersible designed and built in BC and operating world-wide out of Sidney   

 
 
 

Jan Drent, Commodore (Ret’d) 
Past President 
MMBC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Maritime Museum of British Columbia 

      Annual General Meeting 2015 
 
 

           Background on nominated Candidates: 
Ross Brand Ross completed a degree in Archaeology at SFU in 1974 and received his 

Masters of Museology at U of T in 1976; in 1985 he obtained his Marine 
Mates Ticket. 
 
He was with the RCN Diving Branch from 1960-67, then moved to the  BC 
Provincial Museum / Royal BC Museum in 1973, staying till 2002.  During 
his RMCM experience he was with the Archaeology Division [1973 – 84]; 
was skipper of Museum’s research vessel “Nesika” [1983- 87];  Manager 
of Facility and Services [1987 – 2002] including helping with Volunteer 
experience. 
 
In 1977 – 1981 Ross was the Victoria representative for the RNSA ($100.00 
Sailboat race).  He was previously on the board for  “The Victoria 
Association for Community Living”;  maintained the websites for both 
”Tall Ships” events and the "Futures Project"  for MMBC with  Bill Barkley. 

Dan Downes With over 25 years of business and consulting experience in the Airline, 
Telecommunications and Service Industries, Dan has held senior 
management and consulting positions in such major corporations as SITA, 
Air Canada and IBM.  Dan was also a senior consultant at IBM focused on 
relationship and customer management; strategy development; and 
business process improvement. At SITA, a global provider of information 
services for airlines, Dan was responsible for North American account 
operations.  A university and business trained professional, Dan’s 
expertise is in business transformation and change involving both 
technical and business environments. 
 
Currently, Dan is the owner and operator of Tailored Training & 
Consulting, a strategic thinking company that provides custom and 
personalized training and seminars to individuals and small business.  
Programs include seminars and workshops on E-business requirements, 
and personalized training, expeditions, and dive store consulting in 
recreational and technical scuba diving.  In addition, Dan is the Canadian 
manager representing International Training.   
 
Outside the corporate environment, Dan holds an Instructor-Trainer 
certification in the dive industry, where he develops and delivers formal 
instruction and leads dive expeditions for dive professionals. 
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Leo Gauthier Leo has worked in the accounting and finance field since 1976 and holds a 
Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Saskatchewan and a 
CPA, CMA professional accounting designation. He spent the last 30 years 
of his career with the federal Public Works and Government Services 
Canada finance department most recently as a Senior Financial Analyst.  
 
Since moving to Victoria in 2008, Leo has been overseeing the financial 
budgets of the department's engineering assets across Canada, including 
the Esquimalt Graving Dock and Alaska Highway here in B.C. 
 

Mark Lindholm Mark is the President of the Lindholm Group of Companies which holds a 
diverse portfolio of real estate holdings including three marinas in the 
Victoria area. Mark is now retired (2013) as a lawyer after practicing in 
real estate and business law in Victoria since 1984.  A  past President of 
the Board of the Maritime Museum, long-time member of the 
Victoria/Esquimalt Harbour Society and long-time past member of the 
GVHA Board, Mark is knowledgeable in many aspects of the marine 
business and has  a good knowledge of local Maritime history.  
 
Mark is an avid boater. After racing sailboats for many years he and his 
wife, Valerie, are now more sedate powerboat cruisers. 

 
Peter Ord Peter has worked in the museum field for the last twelve years; his most 

recent position being Executive Director of the Robert Bateman Centre (as 
of this November). He previously was Vice President/Operations Manager 
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