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From the Chair 

The move from Bastion Square in 2015 was very challenging for all 
of the Board, staff and volunteers of the Maritime Museum of BC.  I 
would like to begin by thanking everyone who generously donated 
their time to make this move possible. 
 
During the past year our primary goal has been to continue 
honouring our mission while stabilizing existing operations and 
beginning to expand our range of outreach activities. In January, 
we hired our new Executive Director, David Leverton, who has 
been working with our Board, staff and volunteers on developing 
and delivering a range of new and exciting activities. 
 

The new location has provided an effective space for highlighting our collection and providing 
public research space. Now that we have been in this space for a full year, we have been able to 
lay the groundwork for future success at this location. We look forward to building on the 
successes of this past year as we continue to improve and expand on our public offerings.   

 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would also like to acknowledge the ongoing support of the 
Government of Canada, the BC Provincial Government and local municipal governments who 
provided much needed financial support. We received 30% of our operating funds from these 
three levels of government this past year. The rest of the operating funds came from our 
members, donors, sponsors and visitors who are interested in BCΩǎ Maritime story and helping 
us preserve our heritage for future generations. Thank you to all. 

 

Don Prittie 

Chair 
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From the Executive Director 

I would like to begin by thanking our dedicated Board, staff and 
volunteers for all of their hard work during the past year. I would 
also like to thank all of our Members and visitors who support our 
ongoing work, as well as our government sponsors who have 
provided funding support in various ways this year. And last, but 
certainly not least, I would like to thank our private donors and 
corporate sponsors who have contributed generously this year. 
Without the tremendous support from everyone involved in the 
Museum this year it would be impossible for us to have recovered 
from the move of 2014/15. 
 

Our space at 634 Humboldt Street is proving to be very flexible. Our closer proximity to the 
Inner Harbour gave us the opportunity to launch a new Inner Harbour Treasure Hunt. Inside our 
exhibit space, we have been able to host events for groups like Race to Alaska, Ocean Networks 
Canada, and the Canadian Coast Guard. For our larger events, we have collaborated with the 
Vic Theatre and St. AndrewΩs Presbyterian Church as venues for special events. We have also 
established small satellite exhibits at Ogden Point for cruise ship passengers.  

 

We have also been working hard to provide our local community with as many opportunities to 
see the Museum as possible. We have rejoined ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ Pass It Around program this year, 
providing pass holders with an opportunity to explore the Museum at a discounted rate. We 
have also laid the groundwork to join the Greater Victoria Public Library in their Museum Pass 
Program, which will allow up to 5,000 visitors barrier free access to the Museum. This will 
launch in the Spring of 2017.  

 

In 2017 we will also launch our new All Things Marine Thrift Store at Canoe Cove Marina, which 
will be operated entirely through the support of our volunteers and will officially open in 
January. All goods for sale will be donated. It will be a great way for mariners to reuse and 
recycle the many items of marine equipment that boaters need. All proceeds will contribute to 
the ongoing operation of the Maritime Museum of BC. 

 

Thank you to everyone for believing in the importance of preserving the maritime history of our 
Province and for providing your support in so many ways. The past year has been exhilarating, 
and we are very excited for ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ нлмтΦ 

 

David Leverton 

Executive Director 
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Highlights 2015/16 

Captain Cook Symposium ɀ 

March 2016 
Museum staff presented key Cook/Vancouver 

items from our collection to members of the 

Captain Cook Society at their Symposium. These 

items included the 2nd edition of published 

journals of Captain Cook (1785) and the 1st edition 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΩǎ published journals. 

(1798). 

 

 

 

Three Ways Around the World 

ɀ March 2016 
Our Spring fundraising event featured the 

incredible first-hand stories from these three 

maritime adventurers who have undertaken 

thrilling adventures at sea. From left to right: 

John Guzzwell, Tony Gooch, Colin Angus. 

 

 

Massive Marine Garage Sale ɀ 

April 2016 
Our 13th annual Massive Marine Garage Sale was 

another success!  
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Summer of Discovery Exhibit ɀ 

May to October 2016 
Our Summer of Discovery Exhibit explored the 

journeys of Captains Cook and Vancouver, and 

featured artwork by John M. Horton 

(www.johnhorton.ca). 

 

 

 

The Franklin Exploration Exhibit 

ɀ May 2016, ongoing 
This exhibit is on loan to the Museum from the 

Royal BC Museum. It was developed by Parks 

Canada with partners across the country and 

includes digital interactives. 

 

 

 

 

The SS Princess Sophia 

Exhibition ɀ 

ongoing/upcoming  
This year we started developing an 

international travelling exhibition on the 

tragic sinking of the SS Princess Sophia in 

partnership with organizations across BC, 

Yukon, and Alaska. This exhibition will 

launch in 2018 to commemorate the 100th 

anniversary of this tragedy. For more 

information, please visit: 

www.princesssophia.org  

Photo: Alaska State Library, Winter and Pond Collection, ASL-P87-1698 

http://www.johnhorton.ca/
http://www.princesssophia.org/
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Classic Boat Festival ɀ 

September 2016 
¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ .ƻŀǘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

another opportunity for us to fundraise 

and promote the Museum. We hosted 

the annual Silent Auction, and spoke 

with festival goers about the Museum 

and the restoration of SV Dorothy. 

 

 

Mysteries of the Erebus ɀ 

October 2016 
Our Fall fundraising event featured four 

speakers with personal connections to the 

finding of the HMS Erebus in 2014. From left 

to right: Paul Watson, Ryan Harris, Captain 

Bill Noon, Captain David Woodman. 

 

 

 

All Things Marine Thrift Store ɀ 

October 2016, ongoing/upcoming 
We have started work on our new All Things 

Marine Thrift Store, which will open in 2017! 

 




