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From the Chair—Don Prittie
The Board, staff and volunteers of the Museum have been very busy designing and developing new and
exciting events and activities while continuing to work toward finding a new purpose-built museum location. During the past year we have continued to stabilize our existing operations and to expand our range
of outreach activities. We hosted several signature events including the Massive Marine Garage Sale; the
Victoria Day Block Party; and Victoria Classic Boat Festival. We look forward to building on the successes
of this past year as we continue to improve and expand our public offerings. We also hosted the SS Princess Sophia traveling exhibit that since opening in Victoria in January 2018, successfully toured Vancouver; Juneau, Alaska; and in October 2018 opened in Whitehorse, Yukon. We have also built a number of
new mobile exhibits for both local and international markets and have successfully toured them to smaller regional locations in B.C.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I would also like to acknowledge the ongoing support of the Government of Canada, the BC Provincial Government and local municipal governments who provided much needed financial support. The rest of our operating funds
came from our members, donors, sponsors and visitors who are interested in BC’s Maritime story and helping us preserve our heritage for future generations. In closing, I would like to also recognize the significant increase in the number of new members who have
joined our Society in the past year. Thank you to all.

From the Executive Director—David Leverton
I would like to begin by thanking our dedicated Board, staff and volunteers for all of their hard work during the past year. I would also like to thank all of our members and visitors who support our ongoing
work, as well as our government sponsors who have provided important operational funding. I would like
to thank our private donors and corporate sponsors who have once again contributed generously this
year. Without the tremendous support from everyone it would be impossible for us to have delivered
such a broad range of exhibits, programs and events. Our space at 634 Humboldt Street is proving to be
very flexible and close proximity to the Inner Harbour has been very beneficial. Our All Things Marine
Thrift Store at Canoe Cove Marina, has also been very successful and is operating entirely through the
support of our volunteers.
The development and opening of the SS Princess Sophia commemorative exhibition was a special time
for everyone involved. Our small, collaborative team of museum professionals, in-house staff and contractors worked very hard to showcase this important part of our marine heritage. The past year has been both challenging and rewarding. We look forward to eventually being back in a purpose-built new museum where we can continue to share important marine stories about our past, present and dreams for the future.
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Highlights—SS Princess Sophia
Commemorative Exhibit and Events
Commemorative Exhibit
2018 saw the launch and travel of our much anticipated exhibit on the SS Princess Sophia. The exhibit was a
big success in all communities it travelled to, and has received a lot of media attention. Here’s where the exhibit travelled to:
“Artefact” Exhibit

“Modular” Exhibit

•Maritime Museum of British
Columbia, Victoria, BC

•Maritime Discovery Centre, Port
Alberni, BC

•Vancouver Maritime Museum,
Vancouver, BC

•Tofino Clayoquot Heritage Museum,
Tofino, BC

•Alaska State Museum, Juneau, Alaska

•Skagway Museum, Skagway, Alaska

•Yukon Arts Centre, Whitehorse, Yukon

•Pioneers of Alaska, donated to the
Alaska State Museum for travel around
Alaska

Here are some photos of the exhibit up in the Maritime Museum of BC:
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Highlights—SS Princess Sophia
Commemorative Exhibit and Events
Commemorative Events
There have been a number of commemorative events happening in all jurisdictions that were impacted by
the sinking of the SS Princess Sophia. The following is a list of some of these events:


Juneau plaque unveiling, July 14th, 2018



O’Brien Family Grave Stone Unveiling Nov. 10th, Mountain View Cemetery



Musical ensemble, Nov. 9 and 10 , Mountain View Cemetery



Victoria plaque unveiling, October 25, 2018



Skagway plaque unveiling, October 20, 2018



Opera performance, premiering in Juneau in October, 2018



Juneau Yacht Club Dinner



Yukon Arts Centre activities



Commemorative book



Cemetery walking tours in Juneau, Vancouver, and Victoria

Museum staff, David Leverton, Brittany Vis, and Rachel Trudeau have also given talks on the SS Princess
Sophia in Victoria and other communities including Port Alberni, Tofino, Juneau, Skagway, Whitehorse, and
Vancouver.
Left: Brittany answering
questions after her talk in
Juneau.

Right: David presenting at the
opening of the exhibit in
Whitehorse.
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Highlights—Exhibits
A Whale’s Tale — 24 March to 30 August, 2018
This exhibit covered the ten main species of whales on our coast line, the history of whaling, and the threats
whale’s face today, and how we can protect them.

Home Port Heroes of WWI and WWII— 6 September to 30 December,
2018
We worked with Parks Canada and volunteer Jan Drent to complete this exhibit. This exhibit covers the
heroes who worked tirelessly on the home front during the wars, with a highlight of women’s effort and the
shipbuilding industry.
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Highlights—Events
Massive Marine Garage Sale— 21 April 2018
This year we hosted our 15th annual Massive Marine Garage Sale with major support from our volunteer Ann
Jones. It was another major success and raised approximately $8,000 for the museum.

Victoria Day Block Party— 21 May 2018
This year marked our second annual Victoria Day Block Party. We had some great vendors and other
organizations join us. An estimated total of 5,000 visitors took in the celebrations.
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Highlights—Events
Classic Boat Festival— 31 August to 2 September 2018
This year was also our second year operating the annual Classic Boat Festival. It was the 41st anniversary of
the Festival itself. This year we added new programs and talks on the docks. The Songhees Nation kicked off
the Festival with a traditional welcoming ceremony of the lead vessel, Midnight Sun. Parks Canada also
joined the festivities with a booth that helped to promote our joint exhibit.

Photos by James Holkko
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Highlights—Events and Book Launches
Nautical Nights Speaker Series
Early in 2018 we wrapped up our first Nautical Nights Speaker Series , which was a success! We also planned
our 2018/19 roster of speakers, and have kicked off the second series this September.

Dr. Jason Colby, Orca—20 June 2018
We were proud to host the book launch for Orca: How we Came to Know and Love the Ocean’s Greatest
Predator by Dr. Jason Colby. Dr. Colby had supported us in 2017 when we were working on the exhibit on
Moby Doll, which was information and materials we were able to re-purpose in our Whale’s Tale exhibit. His
book explores the complex history our human interactions with orcas on our coast in the 20th century.
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Highlights—Book Launches
Caroline Woodward, A West Coast Summer — 5 October 2018
Caroline Woodward launched her book A West Coast Summer this fall at the museum. This book explores
the wonders of the rugged west coast as seen through a child’s eye. It is beautifully illustrated by Carol Evans.
The book is a sweet reminder of how stunning the landscape is that we get to call home.

Rick James, Don’t Never Tell Nobody Nothin’ No How — 1 November 2018
Rick James takes readers through the riveting history of rum running on the Pacific coast in the prohibition
era. He breaks through myths of this era and tells us what really happened when polite Canadians defied the
American liquor laws and imported alcohol on fleets of vessels.
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Highlights—Art Shows
Mark Hobson and Esther Sample, West Coast Celebration: Recent
Paintings by Two Vancouver Island Artists Depicting the Rugged B.C.
Coast — May-August, 2018
This year’s summer feature artists were Mark Hobson and Esther Sample, both Vancouver Island painters
with similar styles. Their show featured work that emphasized working fishing boats on our coast, and the
wildlife and scenery one can expect to see when out on the water.
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Highlights—Community Activities
The Museum has taken part in a number of outside community activities this year. These community activities not only allows us to connect with other organizations and to achieve our outreach goals, but they also
provide us with opportunities to further engage with the local community and to reach new audiences.



BC Day



Tours with Our Place Society Residents



BC Heritage Week



V2V On-Board Video Interpretation



Be a Tourist in Your Hometown



Victoria Foundation Day



Canada Day at Fort Rodd Hill



National Volunteer Week



Canadian Museums Association Conference



World Oceans Day



CFB Esquimalt Naval and Military Museum
Open House



Greater Victoria Public Library Culture and
Recreation Pass Program



Parade of Lights, Festival Square



Pass it Around



Pumpkin Pursuit



Remembrance Event at Fort Rodd Hill



Thermopylae Club: host venue for regular
meetings
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Highlights—Programs
School Programs
This year we have been able to continue to refine our school programs, ensuring they are aligned with school
curriculum. Our program on Women at Sea has been revised to Women on the Home Front. We have also
added a new program on Ocean Conservation. We will be launching a new program with our first 2019
exhibit. More details to follow early in the new year!

Maritime Memories
We have continued to offer Maritime Memories programs to seniors groups this year. Topics for these
programs are numerous and cover a range of options. We bring artefacts from our collections for these
programs, and encourage seniors to share their own stories and memories.
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Highlights—Programs
Craft Workshops
Our craft workshops have proven so popular that we have added more to both our summer and off-season
schedule! With many thanks to our summer program staff, we also have new craft workshops to offer.

Museum Tots
The Tots program has continued this year. What’s even better is that through fundraising initiatives we have
now been able to make this program free with membership or admission!
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All Things Marine Thrift Store
2017/18 Update from All Things Marine Thrift Store by: Volunteer Manager, Ann Jones:

We are normally open 2 days a week but this summer we opened on Thursdays as an experiment. Business
was slow but growing, and we are now back to just Fridays and Saturdays from 10 to 4pm for the winter
season. We had a new computer installed, which will be a great help in putting ads online and answering
emails.
As all our inventory is donated we have no real control over the items for sale, we just try to find the right
buyer for what we have. Right now our stock is very high as we just had a large donation from Raven Marine
one of the businesses at Canoe Cove Marina. We do need more shelving in order to display as much as
possible.

We are a small group of dedicated volunteers, Ann, Bob, Bonnie, James, John, Peter and Thom. Judy, Paul,
and Steve are available to work on special projects such as restoring an old dinghy etc. New volunteers are
very welcome.
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Collections Activities
This year we have focused our effort in the collections on two main areas, which are described below.

Art Work Project:
We received funding from the BC Arts Council to catalogue and restore our art work collection. We have approximately 500 pieces of
art work in the collection. With these funds, we have been able to
purchase more supplies that are needed to ensure the preservation
of these artefacts, and we have been able to dedicate staff time to
catalogue them. Once the project is complete later this year, these
catalogue records will be made available through our online
database, with a link directly through our website. These catalogue
records will include photographs of each piece of art work as well.
Maleah Schmitke, photographed here with the art in storage, is
undergoing the bulk of this work.
To the right is a photo of Maleah with several rows of now properly catalogued and stored pieces of art work.

Archives Storage Solutions Project
This year we were also successful in getting funding from the Government of Canada’s Museums Assistance Program
(MAP), Collections Management Stream to purchase new storage
supplies for our archives collection. Since the move, the archival
records in our collection have been stored in simple corrugated
cardboard boxes, which is far from ideal for preservation of these
records in the long term. But with the support of MAP we have been
able to purchase the boxes and folders needed to make sure these
unique and highly valuable records will be available for future
generations.
To the left is a photo of some of these new boxes.
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SS Beaver Medal Award
The Maritime Museum of BC SS Beaver Medal for Maritime Excellence recognizes individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to the marine sector in our Province. These attainments may include, but are not
limited, to- science, technology, business, applications of maritime skills and academic contributions. Candidates nominated by the public are selected each year through a rigorous screening process. An organization
or ship is also occasionally granted an award. The awards are selected by a blue-ribbon panel of representatives involved in various aspects of BC’s maritime interests.
About the SS Beaver
SS Beaver –the first steam-powered vessel on the west coast of North America- operated up and down the
BC Coast for 52 years. Built for the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Thames, she functioned as a floating trading post and coastal freighter. The Royal Navy had a constant presence in the coast starting in the 1840s and
it was its hydrographic work which opened up BC for shipping. Beaver was chartered by the RN as a survey
ship for 8 years. At the end of her career this pioneering vessel was sold by the Hudson’s Bay Company and
used as a towboat.
The gold-plated medals are cast from materials salvaged from the wreck of the ship after she grounded on
Siwash Rock outside Vancouver in 1888.
The 2018 Beaver Medal Recipients are:


Robin Inglis, former museum curator, author, and internationally
recognized expert on maritime history of the northwest coast.



Donald Krusel, harbour management executive who joined Port of
Prince Rupert 1967 and became President & CEO 1992.



John MacFarlane, former museum curator, Parks Canada Naturalist
and planner, author, and Co-Director of NAUTICAPEDIA.



Jane McIvor, communications executive; publisher and editor of BC
Shipping, a well-recognized journal that she founded in 2011.



Wahl Family of Boatbuilders. Three generations of the Wahl family
have been involved in building wooden and glass fibre work boats
and recreational vessels for decades.
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Sponsors, Funders, and Corporate Donors
Every year we receive support from our community through either in-kind or financial donations. We are extremely grateful for this strong support. Here are the organizations who have helped us to promote our maritime history and culture this year:
Air North

Gorge Narrows Rowing Club

Province of British Columbia

Barbs Fish and Chips

Government of Canada

Robins Classic Boat

BC Arts Council

Greater Victoria Concert Band

Ryanwood Exploration

BC Coast Pilots Ltd.

Greater Victoria Harbour Authority

Steamship Terminal Grill

BC Ferries

Hagerty Marine Insurance

Taku Resort

BC Shipping

Hasse & Company Port Townsend Sails

Thermopylae Club

BC Transit

Hotel Grand Pacific

Thrifty Foods

Black Ball Ferry Lines

Inn at Laurel Point

Tigh Na Mara

Brown’s Social House

Island Tents and Events

Times Colonist

Canadian Tire (Hillside)

James Holkko Photography

Tobi Elliot

Canoe Cove Marina Ltd.

Len Maycock

Trotac Marine

City of Victoria

Live Edge Design

Uko Gorter

Chamber of Shipping

Maple Bay Marina

Union Club of Victoria

Chateau Victoria

Maple Leaf Adventures

University of Victoria

Coast Capital Savings

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

V2V Vacations

Coast Guard
Cruise Lines International Association
Culture Vulture TV

Ocean Pacific Marine

Victoria Nikkei Cultural Society

Odlum Brown

Vic Theatre

Parks Canada

Cycle BC
District of Oak Bay
District of Saanich
Downtown Victoria Business Association

Victoria DVD

Pacific Yachting Magazine

Vista 18

Pattison Outdoor Advertising

Western Stevedoring

Pedersen’s Event Rentals

Westwind Hardwood

Phillip Colla Photography

Fehrway Marine
Five Star Whalewatching
Garrick’s Head Pub

VicLUG

Whitehall Rowing and Sailing

Philips Brewery & Malting Co.

Yukon Order of Pioneers

Pioneers of Alaska

634 Humboldt St., Victoria, BC, V8W 1A4
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Corporate Members
We are now a year into offering our new corporate membership packages, and our corporate membership
list has continued to grow!
Below is the list of our current Corporate Members (current as of 12 October 2018). We would like to extend
our warmest thank you to these organizations for jumping on board with us in our goals to promote our
maritime history and culture.
Mariner

Captain

Admiral

Van Isle Marina

Victoria Power and Sail Squadron

BC Coast Pilots

Hidden Harbour Marine Centre

Oak Bay Marine Group

BC Ferry Services Inc

Island Tents and Events

Industrial Plastic & Paints

Black Ball Ferry Line

Point Hope Maritime

Capital City Yacht Club

Port Townsend Sails

League & Williams Law

The Flag Shop

Seaspan
Canoe Cove Marina Ltd
Trotac Marine Ltd
Western Stevedoring Co. Ltd
Wottrich Holdings Ltd
Hagerty Insurance
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Volunteers
The Maritime Museum of BC could not accomplish our many programs, events, and activities without the
extraordinary volunteers who give their time out of love and dedication. It is because of their help that the
Museum is able to achieve everything that we do for our Members as well as local and provincial
communities. Without these special individuals, the Museum would not be able to offer so many services.
We would like to extend a most heartfelt thanks to all of our volunteers who have put in time and effort to
help us thrive through 2017/18. We at the Maritime Museum of BC look forward to having their amazing
support as we move into 2019.
Our volunteers dedicate their time in all areas of the Museum including:
All Things Maritime Thrift Store
Classic Boat Festival

Collections
Exhibits
Front Desk and Gift Shop
Library and Archives
Massive Marine Garage Sale
Programs—In-House and Outreach
Special Events

SS Beaver Medal Awards
Victoria Day Block Party
Workshops

634 Humboldt St., Victoria, BC, V8W 1A4
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Volunteers
Here are the names of all the individuals who have volunteered their time and effort over the course of the
past year to promote BC’s maritime heritage and culture:

Rob Abernathy

Martyn Clark

Garth Harkess

Rory Adams

Barbara Clee

Carol Hasse

John Anderson

Steve Corcoran

Ben Ho

Ron Armstrong

Patrick B Crabbe

James Holkko

Tiffany Auvinen

Bob Cutting

John Horton

Terese Ayre

Olivia Craster

Mary Horton

Judy Barefoot

Patrick Davies

Harvey Humphrey

Bob Bell

David Doig

David Huchthausen

Roger Boe

Emma Doig

Bent Jespersen

Ross Brand

Nathalie Douglas

Andrew Johnson

Ulrich Briner

Jan Drent

Ann Jones

Daniel Brooks

Chris Earl

David K. Jones

Michel Brossard

Clay Evans

Ted Knowles

Adrian Bull

Jan Eastman

Lorne Knutson

Maureen Bull

Tanya Frey

Patrick Lawson

Cameron Butt

Leo Gauthier

Mark Lindholm

Andrew Carter

Daphne Goode

Thomas Longman

Richard F Chudley

Tony Grove

Rhian McKee

Poomrapee Chuthamsatid

Charlotte Gunn

Barb McLauchlan
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Volunteers
Karen Lapsley

Megan Robin

Elizabeth West

Stu Lawrie

Barry Rolston

John Wysham

Ravi Mehra

Stephen Sawford

Mai Yamaguchi

Brick Metson

Marianne Scott

Susan Young

Joyce Metson

Thom Sedun

Wendy Moreton
Bill Noon

Alan Smith

Raynette North
Dave North

Kristyn Pattermore

Rebecca Pierce
Jurgen E Pokrandt

That’s 103 people! A huge thank
you to all of our volunteers who
have dedicated countless hours this
year to promoting and preserving
our maritime heritage and culture!
The Museum is truly a better place
with all of your support.

Thomas Sztanek
Harry Swain

Peter Testemale

Ian Poyntz

Judy Thompson

Lori Prophet
Jacquelin Randen
Peter Redekop

Tad Roberts

Bonnie Stacy

Vedika Taunk

Don Prittie

John Roberts

Patsy Spratt

Tyler Stadler

Phil Pidcock

Martin Reigh

Bharati Shaw

Zacary Trudeau
Nicholas Trudeau
James Tirrul-Jones
Camilla Turner
John Vardalas
Ateeq Weera
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Volunteer Stories
One of the amazing things about our volunteers is the reasons they got involved with the museum. For Volunteer Appreciation Week this year (April 15-21, 2018), we gathered some of these stories. Here are a few of
them:
Ann Jones
Ann volunteers full-time at the Museum, operating
our off-site marine thrift store, All Things Marine, and
organizing the Massive Marine Garage Sale. Her
incredible efforts have been instrumental in raising
funds and support for the Museum.
Ann began volunteering in 1998, eventually being
brought in as a staff member to run our gift shop,
facility rentals, donations, and silent auction events.
Though she retired in 2009, she came back the next
year as a volunteer and continues to volunteer today.
"I'm proud of what we're doing," says Ann, "I believe
in museums and I love history because I've been
surrounded by it. So, I give my time to support it plus, I like a challenge."
Originally from London, England, Ann moved to
Montreal to run an art supply store and open up an
art gallery. Upon moving to Victoria, BC, she lived
onboard a boat for six years!
Her newest project is the All Things Marine Thrift
Store, located in Canoe Cove Marina (North Saanich).
Visitors can donate and purchased used marine items
at the store, which is run entirely by a team of seven
volunteers. "It's great! We're recycling and finding
new homes for things," says Ann.
634 Humboldt St., Victoria, BC, V8W 1A4
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Volunteer Stories
Ravi
Ravi began volunteering with us every week, over six months ago,
after he saw a post on Volunteer Victoria. A retired Economics
professor, Ravi has a love of learning and is a voracious reader - he
has a new book in hand every time you see him. Ravi was inspired
to volunteer at the Maritime Museum of BC because of his son's
work on an icebreaker vessel on the east coast. "He spends most
of his time on the water, watch-keeping," says Ravi, "By
volunteering at the Maritime Museum, I feel I am indirectly in his
orbit! Plus, it's a nice way to spend a Saturday morning."
His favourite part about volunteering at the Museum is the
Museum Tots program, which runs every Saturday (11 AM - 12
PM). The program is geared for children ages 2 - 5, and Ravi loves
to see them learning, while "running around and squealing their
heads off!"
Judy
Judy volunteers three times a week at the Museum and is one of
the kindest and most knowledgeable persons we know. Not only
does Judy assist and train researchers who come to the library to
work on a project, she also helps find material from our library
and archives for exhibits and programs. She has been with the
museum for 6 years and is an integral part of our team.
Judy was featured on Nauticapedia! You can read more about her
time at the Museum and all the wonderful things she does here:
http://www.nauticapedia.ca/Gallery/
Archives_Libraries_MMBC.php
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Volunteer Stories
Nathalie

Nathalie is a Visitor Centre volunteer and aspiring marine
biologist! Nathalie began volunteering with the Museum this past
year, after spotting an ad on Volunteer Victoria. Nathalie thought
it would be a great way of gaining experience in her field and even
"remembers going to the Museum when I was eight years old
with my class!"
Nathalie has always been interested in marine biology, especially
having lived near the water for most of her life. She grew up
listening to stories of sea monsters and sea legends, and is still
fascinated with the "different life down there, compared to life on
land... it's strange and almost alien!" She hopes to continue her
studies at Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre - best of luck,
Nathalie!!
Jurgen
Jurgen began volunteering at the Museum a year and a half ago
and has faithfully volunteered twice weekly, except for one week
out of the month when he volunteers for the Royal Canadian
Marine Search and Rescue - Station Oak Bay.

Jurgen had been a member of the Museum for several years and
has had a long-standing interest in the navy and ships. Originally
from Germany, Jurgen has spent much of his life travelling the
world and meeting new people. One of the primary reasons he
likes volunteering with the Museum is because he "learns so many
new things from new people" and that conversations with our
visitors are so interesting because "everybody's different".
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Board of Trustees
Don Prittie

Chair

Mark Lindholm

Trustee

Ian Poyntz

Vice Chairman

Rhian McKee

Trustee

Leo Gauthier

Treasurer

Clay Evans

Past President

Ross Brand

Secretary

Daphne Goode

Trustee

David K. Jones

Trustee

Staff, 2018
David Leverton

Executive Director

Holly Hopkins

Programming Assistant

Brittany Vis

Associate Director

Xin Ying Wang

Programming Assistant (past)

Rachel Trudeau

Public Engagement Manager

Suzanne Hervieux

Assistant Archivist (past)

Maleah Schmitke

Membership and Donation
Coordinator

Kaylyn Olynyk

Programming Assistant (past)

Charlotte Gray

Public Engagement Intern
(past)

Laura Robin

Education Supervisor

Kirsten Mathison

Public Engagement Intern

Emily Chomyn

Programming Assistant
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Looking Ahead to 2019
Reflecting on this past year, we are proud with all that we have accomplished together. We know there’s always
more work to be done, and we are excited about what lies ahead in 2019. We will continue forging ahead with
public engagement initiatives and new learning opportunities for all ages and backgrounds. We are excited to
announce our 2019 exhibit schedule and a new program that will launch early in 2019.

2019 Exhibit Schedule
In 2019 we will offer three new exhibits to the public, along with three new gallery shows featuring
contemporary Canadian artists. Here is what you can expect to see in 2019:
Exhibits:


January to March: The Lost Fleet (on loan from the Vancouver Maritime Museum)



April to September: Great Pacific Garbage Patch



September to December: BC Lighthouses

Featured Gallery:


January to March: local Japanese-Canadian artist, Marlene Howell
(photographed to the right)



April to September: local painter, John Stuart Pryce



September to December: the group of artists known as the “Eyes of
Society”

Tea and Talks
Tea and Talks is a new public program, scheduled to launch in Winter 2019. The program will be held twice a
month, on a regularly scheduled afternoon, inside the museum and each session includes a presentation from a
volunteer of the MMBC. Over tea and biscuits, visitors can interact with artefacts from the museum’s collection
and discuss a variety of marine-themed topics. The program is geared toward seniors in our community, with an
emphasis on shared discussion and social learning.
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Contact Us
info@mmbc.bc.ca
(250) 385-4222
mmbc.bc.ca
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