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From the President—Jamie Webb 

 

… “And we pressed on, taking fresh trouble for granted..“ - Juan Francisco de la 
Bodega y Quadra 

 

What a tumultuous year it has been.  Following our last AGM in February your 
board set to work. 

Major milestones have included; 

• Terminating the Langford MOU and re-focusing on a downtown Victoria 
home 

• Appointing a new Executive Director 

• Building on key stakeholder relations – particularly with local First 
Nations, the Province of BC and the City of Victoria 

• Re-energized the search for a permanent waterfront home 

• Sourcing, negotiating, and renovating our new display space at 744 Douglas Street 

• Resuming in person meetings, public programming, and key events such as the Massive Marine Garage 
Sale 

• Refreshed policies and procedures for Board and Staff 

• Developing successful fundraising and grant application strategies 

 

I wish to thank Board Members Rhian McKee and Ian Poyntz who will be leaving the board at the AGM after 
six years of dedicated service!  The maximum term length allowed in our constitution. 

Thank you both for your dedication. I am so pleased that the entire rest of our Board are staying on to 
continue their terms.  We are lucky to have such a diverse and talented group of professionals donating 
selflessly of their time. 

They a great complement to our core group of daily volunteers who make all facets of museum run smoothly. 

Lastly, kudus to Brittany and our small but fearless crew, who take on each challenge willingly and with a 
smile! 

As always, I am happy to hear personally from any of our members – lohrwebb@shaw.ca 

Best wishes 

Jamie 



4 

 

634 Humboldt St., Victoria, BC, V8W 1A4    |    250-385-4222    |    mmbc.bc.ca 

3 

From the Executive Director —Brittany Vis 

This has been a year like no other. We all knew we have been living in strange 
times, of course, but putting together this Annual Report gave me a whole 
new take on just how different this year was from others. Our Highlights 
section, usually filled with events, exhibits, and in person programming, has 
changed to mostly virtual activities.  

Despite our Annual Report feeling slimmed down, we have been busier than 
ever. Shifting  our activities online took a tremendous effort by the staff and I 
want to thank each of them for all the hard work they have put in to keeping 
people engaged with BC’s nautical history, despite the set backs and 
uncertainty.  

Looking back over the year, I am proud of the work the staff, Board, and 
volunteers have done despite the trying circumstances of the pandemic. With change comes the opportunity 
for innovation, and everyone stepped up with new and creative ways to continue working with the public 
while keeping everyone safe. The pandemic has challenged everyone and I believe our organization as a 
whole has shown some great ingenuity. We are a smaller organization, but we are adaptable and ready to 
take on new challenges! 

While this Annual Report largely covers the dates for 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021, I want to take this 
opportunity to share a few highlights from 2021 spring/summer/fall: 

• Moving and setting up our new space at 744 Douglas St. This was an all hands on deck situation and 
everyone pulled through to get us moved and set up in our new space! 

• Gradually restarting in person activities. At the time of writing this, we are now back to running all of 
our pre-pandemic in person programs! But don’t worry! Our new and popular virtual activities like the 
live tours, maritime minutes, and access to select events through Zoom have not gone away! 

• Launching more collections catalogue records online. We now have our whole library collection, all the 
art work, and over 1,000 of our 35,000+ scanned photos online for you to browse at your leisure! We’re 
still plugging away at catalogue/scanning more items and look forward to making more of it available to 
you online soon. 

Of course, we would not be able to do any of this without our amazing members, donors, and funders. Thank 
you for all that you do to keep BC’s maritime heritage and culture thriving! 



5 

 

634 Humboldt St., Victoria, BC, V8W 1A4    |    250-385-4222    |    mmbc.bc.ca 

4 

Highlights—Exhibits 

Protecting our Coast — 31 October 2019 to 14 May 2020 (extended!) 

This in-house exhibit looks at the timeline of lighthouse development along the B.C. coast and considers how 

the roles of lighthouses have changed over the years.  This exhibit included a photo gallery of Life at Pine 

Island Light Station: 1957-1967. 

SS Valencia: “A Theatre of Horror” — 12 Mar. 2021 to 20 Nov. 2021 

This in-house exhibit told the story of the sinking of the SS Valencia.  
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Highlights—Virtual Activities 

This was the first full year of operating the Maritime Museum of BC in the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff continued 

to offer a variety of virtual activities to keep the public engaged and learning about BC maritime heritage and 

culture. This section covers these initiatives, which were offered year long. 

Live Facebook Tours 

These tours took place in our exhibits, collections, and outside locations around downtown Victoria. They are 

free to access as they are delivered directly through the Museum’s Facebook page and they have proven very 

popular. 

Maritime Minutes Videos 

These bite sized videos feature objects from the Museum’s collection and the stories behind them. They are 

featured on our YouTube channel and promoted across social media platforms. 
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Highlights—Virtual Activities 

Speaker Series: Tea and Talks & Nautical Nights 

We continued to offer both of our speaker series but instead of being in person at the Museum, they were 

offered online via Zoom. Tea and Talks was the afternoon series and Nautical Nights was in the evenings. 

Trivia Nights 

Another popular adult oriented program was our Trivia Nights. Participants were able to form teams and test 

their nautical knowledge! 
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Highlights—Virtual Activities 
Virtual Exhibits 

The Museum established a new website for virtual exhibits. Virtual exhibits included: 

• Life at Pine Island Light Station: 1957 to 1967 

• Mishaps and Misadventures 

• Pacific: Ocean Gateway to British Columbia | Artistic Impressions of British Columbia’s West Coast 

Heritage 

• Work and Wear: A Peek into the Maritime Museum of BC's Textile Collection 

School and Senior Programs 

Our school and senior programs, including Maritime Memories and the variety of curriculum based programs 

for children and youth, were all transformed into virtual programs. 
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Highlights—Virtual Activities 

Craft Workshop Kits 

We could not run our popular craft workshops in person, so we transformed these into kits complete with 

instructions! 

Online Gift Shop 
The Maritime Museum of BC’s gift shop is an important revenue source. Rather than shutting it down during 

the pandemic, we transitioned it online to maintain that revenue stream. 
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Highlights—Community Outreach 

Being a Museum for All 

Since early 2019 we have offered free programming to vulnerable and marginalized groups in the Greater 

Victoria region. We do this with funding provided by Foundations such as the Victoria Foundation and the 

Hamber Foundation, with operational support from government grants.  

Museums have the ability to create a sense of belonging and well being within a community, and more often 

than not, at-risk populations are the most in need of this. We work with community partners who assist in 

providing for people’s basic needs, like food and shelter, to deliver our programs and services free of charge 

to help provide for people’s need to belong in their community. By providing programming and tours to 

vulnerable and marginalized groups we help people integrate back into the community where they can feel 

that sense of belonging. 

While these free programs have been reduced due to the pandemic, we continue to work with partnering 

non-profits to deliver these free programs so we can have a positive impact in our community.  

To date, we have worked with the following organizations: 

Cool Aid Society 

Lifetime Networks 

Our Place 

Parent Support Services BC 

Wellspring Support 

Victoria Women's Transition 

House 

Community Living British Columbia 

Cridge Centre for the Family 

Pheonix Human Services 

Victoria Women in Need 

Community Cooperative 

Greater Victoria Down Syndrome 

Society 

Greater Victoria Women's Shelter 

Society 

Kiwanis Pavilion 

Peers Victoria Resources Society 

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee 

Centre Society 

Silver Threads Service for Seniors 

The Salvation Army Victoria A.R.C. 

Little Steps Therapy Services 

Pacific Training Centre for the 

Blind 

St. Peter and St. Paul 

BC Foster Parents 

Garth Homer Society 
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All Things Marine Thrift Store 

Update from All Things Marine Thrift Store by Ann Jones, Volunteer Store Manager 

Our last day of operation was June 5th, 2021. A private enterprise under the name of Tradewinds Boaters 

Exchange has taken over with an agreement to support the Maritime Museum of BC. 

When we opened on January 2017 we had very little stock and few customers but soon donations were 

arriving and we realized that we were providing an essential service to local boaters. 

All Things Marine was run entirely by dedicated volunteers who gave their time and knowledge to support 

the museum over the past four years. Many thanks to Bob, Peter, James, John and Thom who put in many 

hours of hard work and also Penny, Judy, Paul and Bonnie who were there when I needed them.  

I also would like to thank Canoe Cove Marina and their staff for their support and the use of Cove Cottage 

over the four years we were operating. 
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Collections Activities 

 
This has been a challenging year, due to the coronavirus 

pandemic. Fortunately, this has not greatly affected the 

Maritime Museum of BC’s collection. Collections work is 

by its nature solitary. Our storage facility has plenty of 

room to social distance (approximately 10,000 sq. ft.). 

The vital cataloguing of the Museum’s collection has 

gone relatively unimpeded.  

The area most affected by pandemic has been our 

volunteering operations. After having built a diverse 

group of collection volunteers, all volunteer duties had to 

be put on hiatus. After developing COVID-19 protocols, 

our staff and volunteers can now safely use the space 

together. These protocols included spreading out the available work stations, allowing only one volunteer 

per workstation, and daily sanitization of the space.  

Our collections committee has also been very active during this, albeit over Zoom communication. We have 

received several new donations during this time. One recent acquisition includes a clutch bag from the 

Women’s Royal Canadian Naval Service (WRCNS). We have also acquired the R.W. Sandilands fonds, which 

detail the history of the Canadian Hydrographic Service.  

 

  

 

 Top photo: Foghorn bellows, MMBC collection 

 Bottom photo: POW model, MMBC collection 
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SS Beaver Medal Award 
The Maritime Museum of BC SS Beaver Medal for Maritime Excellence recognizes individuals who have made 

outstanding contributions to the marine sector in our Province. These attainments may include, but are not 

limited, to science, technology, business, applications of maritime skills and academic contributions. Candi-

dates nominated by the public are selected each year through a rigorous screening process. An organization 

or ship is also occasionally granted an award.  The awards are selected by a blue-ribbon panel of representa-

tives involved in various aspects of BC’s maritime interests. 

About the SS Beaver 

SS Beaver –the first steam-powered vessel on the west coast of North America- operated up and down the 

BC Coast for 52 years. Built for the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Thames, she functioned as a floating trad-

ing post and coastal freighter. The Royal Navy (RN) had a constant presence in the coast starting in the 1840s 

and it was its hydrographic work which opened up BC for shipping. The vessel Beaver was chartered by the 

RN as a survey ship for 8 years.  At the end of her career this pioneering vessel was sold by the Hudson’s Bay 

Company and used as a towboat. 

The gold-plated medals are cast from materials salvaged from the wreck of the ship after she grounded on 

Siwash Rock outside Vancouver in 1888. 

The 2020 Beaver Medal Recipients are: 

• Gregory Marshall, for the design of large motor yachts . 

• Gordon Miller, for contributions to our understanding of 

seafaring in the past through meticulous depictions of early 

European voyages to the northwest cast and of the maritime fur 

trade. 

• Captain William Noon, for his 38 year career with the CCG and 

for his outstanding volunteer work with VCBF. 

• Captain David (Duke) Snider, for outstanding achievements in 

polar navigation and a long career with the CCG. 

• Underwater Archaeological Society of BC (UASBC), for 

promoting underwater archaeology in BC. 



14 

 

634 Humboldt St., Victoria, BC, V8W 1A4    |    250-385-4222    |    mmbc.bc.ca 

13 

Sponsors, Funders, and Corporate Donors  
Every year we receive support from our community through either in-kind or financial contributions. We are 

extremely grateful for this strong support. Here are the organizations who have contributed in 2020-2021: 

BC Arts Council 

Boyer Towing Inc 

Canada Summer Jobs 

Canadian Heritage 

Canoe Cove Marina Ltd 

Capital City Yacht Club 

Chief & Petty Officers Association 

City of Victoria 

DC Marine Offshore Services Inc 

District of Oak Bay 

DVBA 

Ex-Forest Service Vessel Squadron 

Greenwood Maritime Solutions Ltd 

Hamber Foundation 

Island Graphics 

Octane Media 3D 

Point Hope Maritime  

Province of BC—Gaming Commission 

Scott Plastics Ltd 

Thermopylae Club 

Trotac Marine 

Vancouver Foundation - John and Catherine 

 MacFarlane Fund 

Victoria Foundation 

Western Stevedoring 

Young Canada Works 
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Membership 

Our total membership count at 31 March 2021 was 446. 

Below is the list of our Corporate Members (from 1 April 2020—31 March 2021). We would like to extend 

our warmest thank you to these organizations for jumping on board with us in our goals to promote our 

maritime history and culture. 

Mariner 

Chateau Victoria Hotel and Suites 

Scott Plastics 

 

Captain 

Abernethy and Gaudin 

 

Admiral 

BC Coast Pilots 

Capital City Yacht Club 

 

Honorary Admiral 

Canoe Cove Marina Ltd 

Island Graphics 

Trotac Marine Ltd 

Western Stevedoring Co. Ltd. 

Wottrich Holdings 
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Volunteers 

The Maritime Museum of BC could not accomplish our many programs, events, and activities without the 

extraordinary volunteers who give their time out of love and dedication. It is because of their help that the 

Museum is able to achieve everything that we do for our Members as well as local and provincial 

communities. Without these special individuals, the Museum would not be able to offer so many services. 

We would like to extend a most heartfelt thanks to all of our volunteers who have put in time and effort to 

help us thrive through 2020/21. We at the Maritime Museum of BC look forward to having their amazing 

support as we move into 2021/22. 

Our volunteers dedicate their time in all areas of the Museum including: 

 

All Things Maritime Thrift Store 

Classic Boat Festival 

Collections 

Exhibits 

Front Desk and Gift Shop 

Library and Archives 

Massive Marine Garage Sale 

Programs—In-House and Outreach 

Special Events 

SS Beaver Medal Awards 

Workshops 
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Volunteers 
Here are the names of all the individuals who have volunteered their time and effort over the course of the 

year to promote BC’s maritime heritage and culture. We were sad to not work with our usual event volun-

teers as much this year, but look forward to a full roster again next year! 

Robert Abernethy 

Captain John Clarkson 

Robin Cochrane 

Olivia Craster 

Mark Crisp 

Dave Critchley  

Chelsea Dunaway 

Penney Edwards 

Clay Evans 

Kalika Fetchuk 

Paula Hansen 

Dorothy Hewison 

Ann Jones 

Kirsten Mathison 

Angus Matthews 

Rhian McKee 

Mark Moore 

Wendy Moreton 

Bill Noon 

Jurgen Pokrandt 

Ian Poyntz 

Don Prittie 

Jelena Putnik 

Tim Rendell 

Emma Robertson 

John Sarsfield 

Thom Sedun 

Alan Smith 

Barry Sparkes     

Bonnie Stacy 

Judy Thompson 

James Tirrul-Jones 

Jamie Webb 

Darren Williams 

Mike Winters 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s 35 people! A huge 

thank you to all of our 

volunteers who have ded-

icated countless hours 

this year to promoting 

and preserving our mari-

time heritage and culture! 

The Museum is truly a 

better place with all of 

your support.  
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Volunteer Stories 

Barry Sparkes 

I retired from the Navy a few years ago, moved back to Victoria and 

wanted to get involved in the community. Volunteering at the 

Maritime Museum seemed like a natural fit. As well an opportunity 

to meet people, I get a bit of a feel for what’s happening around the 

harbour.  

Somin Cho 

The reason why I wanted to volunteer at The Maritime Museum 
of British Columbia is that I love history and I also wanted to 
experience front desk duties. I studied history as a major back in 
my country, South Korea, and now study the hospitality industry. 
So, I thought volunteering at the Maritime Museum’s front desk 
would be a great experience that benefits me as well as the 
museum. 

Our volunteers are amazing! Here are several stories of why volunteers got involved with the Museum and 

what they enjoy about spending time here: 

Tom Longman 

I have been a volunteer here at the Maritime Museum since 
2014 and have enjoyed helping people. There is a lot of history 
involved with the Museum which is what initially drove me here. 
I also have worked in Retail and volunteer in their Gift Shop. I 
now volunteer at the front entrance plus oversee the Gift Shop 
on my shift. The Staff here are wonderful people who are truly 
dedicated to the Museum and are a treat to be with. 
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Board of Directors— before 25 February 2021 

Staff 

John Clarkson  President 

Alan Smith   Vice President 

Mark Moore  Treasurer/Secretary 

Rhian McKee   Director 

Darren Williams  Director 

Ian Poyntz   Director 

Robin Cochrane  Director 

Mark Crisp   Director 

Don Prittie    Past President 

David Leverton  Executive Director (past) 

Brittany Vis  Associate Director, Executive 

    Director 

Laura Robin  School and Public Programs  

    Manager 

Maleah Schmitke Membership and Donations  

    Coordinator 

Jeffrey Olafson  Assistant Archivist 

Bobbi Morris  Executive Assistant 

Anya Baker   Public Engagement Intern 

Sydney Fuhram   Public Engagement Intern  

    (past) 

Emma de Blois   Programming Assistant (past) 

Board of Directors— after 25 February 2021 

Jamie Webb  President 

Wendy Moreton  Vice President 

Tim Rendell  Treasurer 

Rhian McKee   Secretary 

Clay Evans   Director 

Ian Poyntz   Director 

Robert Abernethy Director 

Angus Matthews  Director 

Bill Noon   Director 

Jelena Putnik  Director 

Bonnie Stacy  Director 
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