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From the President—Jamie Webb 

 

… T’is to glory we steer, to add something new to this wonderful year – from the lyrics of Heart 
of Oak 

As we move through our second pandemic year,  we are doing our best to get museum 
operations back on a normal footing, and that includes the regular fall scheduling of our Annual 
General Meeting. 

Special events like the Massive Marine Garage Sale and the Classic Boat Festival have 
enthusiastically returned. 

We now have a full year under our belt at our 744 Douglas Street gallery space.  It is working out 
very well, given the size constraints. Public attendance is rebounding and the staff continue to 
develop innovative in-house programmes and exhibits. 

The Board has been hard at work throughout the year with members chairing, or sitting on, a 
number of Committees including; Finance, HR, Programmes, DEAI (Diversity, Equity, Accessibility, and Inclusion), MMF 
(Membership, Marketing & Fundraising), Classic Boat Festival, and Future Facility. These committees are not limited to the 
board. Members are also encouraged to volunteer wherever their skill sets can be put to work. 

Our top long-term priority is of course a permanent home for the museum.  To that end we have formed a special advisory body 
called the Council of Navigators.  

The council is chaired by prominent business leader and former UVic Chancellor Murray Farmer. The “Navigators” are asked to; 

• Provide strategic advice to the museum's Future Facility Committee which is managing the process 

• Assist us in persuading stakeholders, elected officials, media and other community leaders/influencers to advance the 

project 

• Seek public/private partnership opportunities to secure suitable buildings or properties 

• Help build relationships with coastal First Nations to develop the Future of History project 

• Explore philanthropic and other funding sources for the establishment of the new museum 

• Champion the Maritime Museum as a treasured community asset  

In the spring 2022 budget, the Government of BC earmarked funds for the Belleville Street Terminal re-development. We see 

this as a positive step towards the rejuvenation of Belleville and the eventual repurposing of the CPR Terminal building to a 

better public use. Our Future Facility Committee will continue to pursue this opportunity relentlessly. 

Lastly I would like to extend thanks to all those who toil away on behalf of MMBC. The volunteers in the gallery, library, at the 

archives, and on the docks and behind the bar at special events. The movers and cleaners and helpers and fixers and coffee 

makers. The board and committee members, and of course our fantastic and innovative staff who come to work every day, 

make a difference, and raise the bar. Thank you to you all! 

Regards, 

Jamie, President 
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From the Executive Director —Brittany Vis 
The 2021/22 year has been an interesting one to say the least! One of the biggest 
accomplishments and changes this year has been our move out of Nootka Court and 
into our new space on Douglas St. in summer 2021. This new space is working well 
for us so far– while it’s still small, it offers plenty of benefits like increased visibility on 
a busy thoroughfare and a more open layout. And though the pandemic is still 
holding back our numbers, we’re seeing an increase in visitors, which is a trend we 
anticipate to continue, particularly as we enter the summer season in this new 
location! 

 

Another major success of this past year has been to transition our main collections 
database (using Past Perfect software) to a new cloud, web based version. While a lot 
of benefits to this shift occur in the back end and administration of the collection, a 

major bonus for the public is that we can now upload new catalogue records to the public access side as soon as they 
are entered. This has already made the collection more accessible to public as anyone with internet access anywhere 
can browse the publicly available records anytime without having to reach out to staff and wait for a response. All 
public records have photos and a description, making it clear what is available. This has streamlined our research 
services and we look forward to continuing to grow the public database as we continue cataloguing every week. A large 
part of this cataloguing work, particularly of our photograph collection, is done by volunteers– thank you to you all! 

 

We ended the 2021/22 year with the first half of the 2022 Float the Boat campaign, which is the second annual 
campaign! Like 2021, this 2022 campaign was another success. It brought together not only our donors, but also 
members, volunteers, and the broader community. It’s amazing to see such strong support for BC’s maritime heritage 
and culture and we look forward to offering you all even more activities to take part in in 2022/23! 

Looking ahead to the upcoming year we are focused on continuing to be an open, welcoming space by focusing on 
including maritime histories that have traditionally been undertold. This includes our new exhibit coming May 2022 
called “Queer at Sea: Tales from the 2SLGBTQ+ Community” and some new program offerings that we’re excited to 
announce later in the year :) 

 

Until then, a huge thank you to everyone who contributes to the MMBC! This includes donors, members, volunteers, 
board, and staff. You’re all fantastic and this place would not be the same without you. All of the accomplishments of 
this past year are due to your efforts– thank you! 

 

Sincerely, 

Brittany, Executive Director 
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Highlights—Exhibits 

Our Fleet: Small Craft with a Story — 23 Nov. 2022 to 14 May 2022 

This in-house exhibit tells the stories of the three vessels in our collection (Tilikum, Dorothy, and Trekka) and 

the people who sailed on them. 

SS Valencia: “A Theatre of Horror” — 12 Mar. 2021 to 20 Nov. 2021 

This in-house exhibit told the story of the sinking of the SS Valencia.  
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Highlights—Exhibits 

Victoria: City of Circumnavigators — 1 Mar. 2022 to 14 May 2022 

This photo and text exhibit tells the stories of five circumnavigators from Victoria and their incredible 

journeys. 

Mishaps and Misadventures — 12 Mar. 2021 to 26 Feb. 2022 

This photo exhibit looked at weird and wacky circumstances vessels have found themselves in while at sea– 

but don’t worry! There were no deaths in these stories.  
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Highlights—Exhibits and Programs 

Interactive Exhibits 

After more than a year without any interactive exhibit items due to COVID safety measures, we were happy 

to bring back our popular hands-on activities in the exhibit space! 

Museum Tots 
Museum Tots was also on a temporary pause due to COVID, but we were able to safely bring it back in the 

fall of 2021! This program runs every Saturday morning at the museum. 
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Highlights—Programs 
School Programs 

The Museum runs a series of curriculum based school programs for a variety of grades. We continued to offer 

these programs virtually during this year, and were even able to bring back in person bookings for the first 

time since the pandemic started! 

Maritime Memories 

This program is designed for seniors. Program facilitators bring out objects from the Museum’s collection to 

spark memory recall and start conversation amongst participants. These programs are often delivered off-site 

at seniors residences but they can take place in the Museum as well. 
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Highlights—Programs 

Craft Workshops 

Our craft workshops are back! After not being able to run these due to the pandemic, we are now back to 

offering them on an almost weekly basis. 

Maritime Masterclasses 
This is a new program this year! In this program, participants learn new hands-on skills that can help them 

with life at sea. This program runs once a month during the off season. 
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Highlights—Events 

Speaker Series: Nautical Nights Speaker Series—September to April 

The Nautical Nights Speaker Series transitioned to a hybrid event this year with speakers and audience mem-

bers joining us in person and online. By transitioning to a hybrid model we can serve both local Victorians and 

those who live out of town and/or have mobility concerns.  

Massive Marine Garage Sale—17 October 2021 

Though we couldn’t run a spring time MMGS as usual this year, we brought it back in the fall at a special 

location with sponsorship from Capital Iron! 
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Highlights—Virtual Activities 

Live Facebook Tours 

These tours take place in our exhibits, collections, and outside locations around downtown Victoria. They are 

free to access as they are delivered directly through the Museum’s Facebook page and they have proven very 

popular. 

Maritime Minutes Videos 

These bite sized videos feature objects from the Museum’s collection and the stories behind them. They are 

featured on our YouTube channel and promoted across social media platforms. We continue to offer them 

online for free even as in-person activities resume as they bring people closer to the collection. 
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Highlights—Community Outreach 

We continue to offer free programming to vulnerable and marginalized groups in the Greater Victoria 

region. We do this with funding provided by private foundations and government grants.  

Museums have the ability to create a sense of belonging and well being within a community, and more often 

than not, at-risk populations are the most in need of this. We work with community partners who assist in 

providing for people’s basic needs, like food and shelter, to deliver our programs and services free of charge 

to help provide for people’s need to belong in their community. By providing programming and tours to 

vulnerable and marginalized groups we help people integrate back into the community where they can feel 

that sense of belonging. 

To date, we have worked with the following organizations: 

Cool Aid Society 

Lifetime Networks 

Our Place 

Parent Support Services BC 

Wellspring Support 

Victoria Women's Transition 

House 

Community Living British Columbia 

Cridge Centre for the Family 

Pheonix Human Services 

Victoria Women in Need 

Community Cooperative 

Greater Victoria Down Syndrome 

Society 

Greater Victoria Women's Shelter 

Society 

Kiwanis Pavilion 

Peers Victoria Resources Society 

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee 

Centre Society 

Silver Threads Service for Seniors 

The Salvation Army Victoria A.R.C. 

Little Steps Therapy Services 

Pacific Training Centre for the 

Blind 

St. Peter and St. Paul 

BC Foster Parents 

Garth Homer Society 
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All Things Marine Thrift Store 
Update from All Things Marine Thrift Store by Ann Jones, Volunteer Store Manager 

Our last day of operation was June 5th, 2021. A private 

enterprise under the name of Tradewinds Boaters Exchange 

has taken over with an agreement to support the Maritime 

Museum of BC. 

When we opened on January 2017 we had very little stock 

and few customers but soon donations were arriving and 

we realized that we were providing an essential service to 

local boaters. 

All Things Marine was run entirely by dedicated volunteers 

who gave their time and knowledge to support the museum 

over the past four years. Many thanks to Bob, Peter, James, John and Thom who put in many hours of hard 

work and also Penny, Judy, Paul and Bonnie who were there when I needed them.  

I also would like to thank Canoe Cove Marina and their staff for their support and the use of Cove Cottage 

over the four years we were operating. 

 

Tradewinds Boaters Exchange 

Thrifty shoppers can now visit Tradewinds Boaters Exchange at Canoe Cove Marina where they can still buy 

used boating goods and donate boating goods they no longer need that can be resold. The MMBC has an 

active working partnership with Tradewinds. In exchange for our close collaboration, Tradewinds donates 

10% of all sales to the MMBC. Shopping at the Boaters 

Exchange will continue to support the MMBC! 

Above photo: All Things Marine under MMBC 

management. 

Below photo: Boaters Exchange under Tradewinds 

management. 
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Collections Activities 

 
There have been some exciting changes in the MMBC collections 

this year! The biggest change has been to our Past Perfect 

database, which we use to catalogue objects, the library 

collection, and the photo collection. Past Perfect recently made 

their cloud based software available, which we were quick to 

jump on board with. This has transitioned our database from 

being a desktop software to a cloud based one that we can log 

into online anywhere with an internet connection. This has 

greatly helped our back end database management.  

The other exciting shift this cloud based system brought, is a 

more streamlined public access side. Before this change, we 

could only upload records to the public side in batches through a 

cumbersome process. Now, all cataloguers have to do is select a 

check box as part of completing the database record, and upon 

hitting “save” that record is immediately added to public access. 

This has dramatically changed how quickly we can get our 

completed database records available for public research, 

making the collection more accessible than ever.  

The focus now is to update catalogue records for the objects, the photos, and the archives. This work is being 

done by staff and volunteers. As staff, we have been humbled by the dedication the collection volunteers 

bring to this work. Week after week, volunteers have been in working on projects such as cataloguing 

photos, flags, and ships’ badges, as well as inventorying the uniforms, ships’ plans, and ship models. This 

work is essential for us to make the collection searchable and accessible for public researchers. A huge thank 

you to all the volunteers helping 

with this work! You are making a 

difference for current and future 

researchers.  

 

Bottom photo: Courtesy of James 

Holkko Photography 
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SS Beaver Medal Award 
The Maritime Museum of BC SS Beaver Medal for Maritime Excellence recognizes individuals who have made 

outstanding contributions to the marine sector in our Province. These attainments may include, but are not 

limited, to science, technology, business, applications of maritime skills and academic contributions. Candi-

dates nominated by the public are selected each year through a rigorous screening process. An organization 

or ship is also occasionally granted an award.  The awards are selected by a blue-ribbon panel of representa-

tives involved in various aspects of BC’s maritime interests. 

About the SS Beaver 

SS Beaver –the first steam-powered vessel on the west coast of North America- operated up and down the 

BC Coast for 52 years. Built for the Hudson’s Bay Company on the Thames, she functioned as a floating trad-

ing post and coastal freighter. The Royal Navy (RN) had a constant presence in the coast starting in the 1840s 

and it was its hydrographic work which opened up BC for shipping. The vessel Beaver was chartered by the 

RN as a survey ship for 8 years.  At the end of her career this pioneering vessel was sold by the Hudson’s Bay 

Company and used as a towboat. 

The gold-plated medals are cast from materials salvaged from the wreck of the ship after she grounded on 

Siwash Rock outside Vancouver in 1888. 

The 2021 Beaver Medal Recipients are: 

• Inspector Kenneth Burton RCMP (ret’d), for his service in RCMP 

Marine Search and Rescue. 

• Margaret and Martyn Clark, for mentorship of youth regarding 

sailing. 

• Ian Maxwell, for for revitalizing ship repair and maintenance by 

Point Hope Shipyard and partnerships with Lekwungen Peoples 

to establish Salish Sea Industrial Services. 

• Robert Turner, for his decades of documenting BC’s maritime 

past as a maritime historian. 

• Allied Shipbuilding Ltd, for decades of work producing a variety 

of vessels for the RCMP and Canadian Coast Guard. 
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Sponsors, Funders, and Corporate Donors  
Every year we receive support from our community through either in-kind or financial contributions. We are 

extremely grateful for this strong support. Here are the organizations who have contributed in 2021-2022: 

Bastion Books 

BC Arts Council 

BC Gaming Commission 

Bluewater Cruising Association 

Boyer Towing Inc 

Canada Summer Jobs 

Canadian Heritage 

Canoe Cove Marina Ltd 

Capital Iron  

CFB Esquimalt  

Chief & Petty Officers Association 

Cove Yachts (1979) Ltd 

District of Oak Bay 

James Holkko Photography 

Michael & Anne Tyler Fund through the Victoria 
Foundation  

Naval Association of Canada Endowment Fund 

Point Hope Maritime 

Scotty Manufacturing Ltd 

Thermopylae Club 

Tradewinds Boaters Exchange 

Trotac Marine Ltd. 

Vancouver Foundation - John and Catherine 
MacFarlane Fund 

Victoria Foundation 

Western Stevedoring 

Westport Marina 

Young Canada Works 

Photo courtesy of James Holkko Photography. 
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Membership 

Our total membership count at 31 March 2022 was 495. 

Below is the list of our Corporate Members (from 1 April 2021—31 March 2022). We would like to extend 

our warmest thank you to these organizations for jumping on board with us in our goals to promote our 

maritime history and culture. 

Mariner 

Scotty Manufacturing Ltd 

 

Captain 

Abernethy and Gaudin 

 

Admiral 

BC Coast Pilots 

Capital City Yacht Club 

 

Honorary Admiral 

Canoe Cove Marina Ltd 

Island Graphics 

Trotac Marine Ltd 

Western Stevedoring Co. Ltd. 
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Volunteers 

The Maritime Museum of BC could not accomplish our many programs, events, and activities without the 

extraordinary volunteers who give their time out of love and dedication. It is because of their help that the 

Museum is able to achieve everything that we do for our Members as well as local and provincial 

communities. Without these special individuals, the Museum would not be able to offer so many services. 

We would like to extend a most heartfelt thanks to all of our volunteers who have put in time and effort to 

help us thrive through 2020/21. We at the Maritime Museum of BC look forward to having their amazing 

support as we move into 2021/22. 

Our volunteers dedicate their time in all areas of the Museum including: 

 

All Things Maritime Thrift Store 

Classic Boat Festival 

Collections 

Exhibits 

Front Desk and Gift Shop 

Library and Archives 

Massive Marine Garage Sale 

Programs—In-House and Outreach 

Special Events 

SS Beaver Medal Awards 

Workshops 
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Volunteers 
Here are the names of all the individuals who have volunteered their time and effort over the course of the 

year to promote BC’s maritime heritage and culture. We were sad to not work with our usual event volun-

teers as much this year, but look forward to a full roster again next year! 

Rob Abernethy 

Murray Armstrong 

Ron Armstrong 

Terese Ayre 

Vincent Baart 

Judy Barefoot 

Doug Beach 

Skyler  Buchfink 

Maureen Bull 

Murray Butt 

Duncan Cameron 

Steve Carey 

Somin  Cho 

Dick Chudley 

Chantelle Clark 

Robin Connelly 

Wendy Cooper 

Patrick Crabbe 

Olivia Craster 

Dave Critchley 

Jan Drent 

Mike Dufty 

Clay Evans 

Kalika Falchuk 

Allison Farrell 

Gene Fedderly 

Bob George 

Dan Grant 

Chris Grant 

Paula Hansen 

Dorothy Hewison 

Barbara Humphries 

Alexandria Hursey 

Mari Jagt 

Ann Jones 

Eunice   Lai 

Patrick Lawson 

Adrian Lee 

Vinia  Li 

Tom Longman 

Janet Macdonald 

John MacFarlane 

Sibyl Martinez 

Angus Matthews 

John McCluskey 

Rhian McKee 

Barb McLauchlan 

Wendy Moreton 

Dave Mudie 

Ashley Neiswender 

Bill Noon 

Dave North 

Raynette North 

Steve  Orser 

Sibel Ozman  

Alison Parker 

David Peck  

Emilie Petrie 

Jurgen Pokrandt 

Nuala Power 

Ian Poyntz 

Lori Prophet 

Jelena Putnik 

Orlie Reese 

Martin Reigh 

Tim Rendell 

Charles Richardson 

Emma  Robertson 

Justine Sales 

John Sarsfield 

Rachel Schneider 

Leah Schwartz 

Susan Simmons  

Thom Sedun 

Garry Shaw 

Justine Soles 

Barry Sparkes 

Bonnie  Stacy 

Tiffany Storry 

Judy Thompson 

James Tirrul-Jones 

Julia Tourney 

Victor Turkington 

Richard Turner 

Paul Vincent 

Peter Visser 

Jamie Webb 

Cory Wilcock  

Mike  Winters 

Anne Yogore 

Andrew Young 

Nick Zanko 

 

That’s 92 people! A huge thank 

you to all of our volunteers 

who have dedicated countless 

hours this year to promoting 

and preserving our maritime 

heritage and culture! The Mu-

seum is truly a better place 

with all of your support.  
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Volunteer Stories 

Ashley Neiswender  

I really enjoying volunteering in digitization at the Maritime Museum 

of BC. It is so interesting to get to see all the historical photographs 

and making museum items more accessible is so important. After 

studying Art History at UVic I wanted to volunteer in a museum 

setting, the Maritime Museum seems like a great fit. I hope to 

continue my studies with an Archival Masters in the future. 

Dave North 

My volunteer work at MMBC is meaningful and it gives me the 
opportunity to work with staff and volunteers that nave a 
common interest.  I have certainly learned much about BC 
maritime history.  I have also been exposed to interesting 
historical and sociological factors of the local Lekwungen 
community.  The opportunity to meet visitors from across Canada 
and the world and to hear there individual stories keeps me 
thinking and my mind active which is rewarding in more ways 
than one.  

Our volunteers are amazing! Here are several stories of why volunteers got involved with the Museum and 

what they enjoy about spending time here: 

Rachel Schneider  

I am a master's student at the University of Victoria, in Cultural, 
Societal, and Political Thought. My thesis focuses on the Black 
American perspectives on the Spanish-Cuban-American war and 
the Philippines-American war. I love history, museums, and the 
West Coast and I am delighted to be part of such a wonderful 
team here at the Maritime Museum.  
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Staff 
Brittany Vis  Executive Director 

Laura Robin  School and Public Programs  

    Manager (on maternity leave) 

Stephanie Chong  School and Public Programs  

    Manager (covering maternity 

    leave) 

Heather Feeney  Collections and Exhibits  

    Manager 

Maleah Schmitke Membership and Donations  

    Coordinator 

Jeffrey Olafson  Collections Coordinator (past) 

Anya Baker   Public Engagement Intern,  

    Events and Development  

    Coordinator 

Richard Turner  Public Engagement Intern  

    (past) 

Mari Jagt    Programming Assistant (past) 

Marc Allen   Programming Assistant (past) 

India Neville  Cataloguing Assistant (past) 

Emilee Petrie  Saturday Programming  

    Assistant 

Board of Directors 

Jamie Webb  President 

Wendy Moreton  Vice President 

Tim Rendell  Treasurer 

Rhian McKee   Secretary (retired) 

Clay Evans   Director 

Ian Poyntz   Director (retired) 

Robert Abernethy Director 

Angus Matthews  Director 

Bill Noon   Director 

Jelena Putnik  Director 

Bonnie Stacy  Director/Secretary 

Chuck Richardson Director 

Steve Carey  Director 
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Contact Us 

info@mmbc.bc.ca 

(250) 385-4222 

mmbc.bc.ca 


